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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LONDON 02056 142348Z 
16 

ACTION NEA- 13 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 SAM-01 IO-14 OMB-01 DRC-01 SAB-01 /134W 

032251 

R 141831Z FEB 74 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7999 
INFO USINT CAIRO 

CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 02056 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: BEXP, PFOR, EG, UK 

SUBJECT: MINE CLEARANCE OF SUEZ CANAL 

REF: LONDON 1805; CAIRO 711; STATE 28670 

1. AS ADDRESSEES PROBABLY AWARE, SUEZ CANAL AUTHORITY 
CHAIRMAN RECEIVED BRITISH OFFER "WITH PLEASURE BUT NOT 
COMMITMENT", AS BRITISH AMBASSADOR DESCRIBES IT. HE 
SAID MATTER IS NOW UP TO FOREIGN MINISTRY TO DECIDE. 

2. HE ALSO SAID OFFERS HAD BEEN RECEIVED FROM ITALIANS 
(WHO, HOWEVER, DO NOT HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT) AND FROM 
US. HE INQUIRED ABOUT UK AND US UNDERTAKING CLEARANCE 
JOINTLY, EACH BEGINNING AT OPPOSITE END OF CANAL. 

(FCO'S CRAIG TELLS US BRITISH AMBASSADOR HAD BEEN 
INSTRUCTED NOT TO RAISE THIS POSSIBILITY HIMSELF.) 

3. FCO IS NOW CHECKING FURTHER WITH BRITISH MOD AS TO 
WHETHER JOINT PROJECT WITH US WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE. 

ANNENBERG 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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